The Republic of Ireland is not a signatory to the Schengen Agreements and therefore has no obligation to participate in the EU relocation schemes proposed in 2015. Accounting for less than one percent of the population of the European Union, Ireland could be expected to make use of the opt-out mechanism when dealing with the EU's struggle over migration. Nonetheless, in September 2015 the country voluntarily committed itself to take in 4,000 asylum seekers from other EU countries and has reinforced the Irish Navy's participation in search and rescue operations in the Mediterranean Sea. In this article, the relevant parliamentary debates of 2015 and 2016 are used to trace national identity frames in the "migration crisis" as the components that explain the country's non-securitising behaviour.
For the purpose of this article, defining the Republic of Ireland as a small state does not take extensive argumentation. In fact, with a population of less than 5 million, Ireland accounts for roughly one percent of the total population of the European Union.
From a perceptual point of view, the title of Keown's book (2016) on the history of the Irish foreign policy, First of the Small Nations, is by itself telling, as are the recurrent uses of the term "small" 2 to define the country by the Deputies of the House of
Representatives.
Identity as a variable?
To address policy issues within the frame of a concept such as identity is a challenging task. There are no better words than McSweeney's to describe the problems related to this: "[c]ollective identity is not 'out there', waiting to be discovered", rather "what is 'out there' is identity discourse on the part of political leaders, intellectuals and countless others […] and even in times of crisis, this is never more than a provisional and fluid image of ourselves as we want to be, limited by the facts of history" (McSweeney, 1996: 90).
Nonetheless, a serious attempt to intervene on the "analytical looseness" and the "definitional anarchy" in the study of social identity has been made by Abdelal et al. (2006) in their work titled Identity as a Variable. In it, the content of an identity (the "meaning") is defined along four lines (of constitutive norms, social purpose, relational comparisons and cognitive models 3 ); the authors term "contestation" the degree to which the content of an identity is shared among a group's members. This paper seeks to detect particularly statements of social purpose and statements which reveal particular cognitive models among the Deputies. Relying on Tonra's assumption that "national identity is constructed discursively" (2006: 5), discourse creates a narrative which "serves to narrow the range of available interpretations of facts and events" (Ibid: 10). Interpretations, in turn, guide our positioning on specific issues. There lies a possible link between the national identity formation of the political elites of the Republic of Ireland, the speeches of the deputies, and the policy outcome of both the opt-in to the relocation and resettlement schemes proposed by the European Commission, and the increased naval presence in search-and-rescue operations in the Mediterranean.
Grasping Irish identity
The major theme that Tonra identifies around Ireland's national identity, which is similarly detected by Keown (2016) over long periods of time by the political elite and population of a state". With these premises in mind, it is possible to look more consistently at the political discourse regarding the "migration crisis".
Debates in Parliament
Ireland is a parliamentary republic with a bicameral system, of which only the lower house (the Dáil Éireann, with 158 seats) is directly elected by the people and chooses the Since the general position of the parties with regards to the migration issue has not changed in the time between the two sessions, the article will identify main trends and themes of the two debates considered indistinctly. Above all, no dissenting or critical voice was raised against the decision of the government. Rather, almost all interventions began with a statement of appreciation for the policy adopted, from across the whole spectrum of parties. When criticisms were stated, these referred to the need to do more. collectively and humanely to tackle this awful crisis" because "our response will play a major part in defining whether we are true to our values". In the words of Joan Burton (Labour Party), "the genuine feeling of people in Ireland in favour of being able to help people is probably the greatest strength of this country".
Central and recurring, once again among all of the parties, is the invocation of one of the pillars of the foreign policy identity of Ireland detected by Tonra and mentioned above, as a driver of policy making: historical mass emigration, and Ireland as a land of MPs across the whole spectrum of parties, especially regarding the connection between
Ireland's history of emigration and the current immigration pressures. Regarding the conceptualization of identity by Abdelal et al. (2006) , the parliamentary debates give a neat picture of a "social purpose" whereas all of the MPs perceive it as a duty to take in migrants, and stand for a human response to the crisis. These attitudes, in the discourse of the deputies, originate from a sense of shared identity which has been consolidated throughout history, and the policy outcome is therefore value-based. 7 Contestation of this notion of social purpose as an element of identity, within the Parliament, is non-existent.
Conclusion
A direct connection between small stateness and the securitisation of migration cannot be established in the case of Ireland. The approach of other member states in the European
Union is characterised by considerable diversity.
Far from offering an exhaustive explanation for such differences, this article has argued in favour of more diversified approaches to the matter at hand. In particular, the study of cultural values and self-representations may promise to provide useful insights for understanding related issues. While it might not offer explanations in other realms of international relations, it is possible that specifically the relationship between migration and securitisation may be better understood through this prism.
This article shows that in the case of Ireland policy-making rests on an internalised belief in humanitarianism when dealing with migration, and that nobody in the legislative body conceives otherwise. Furthermore, the way in which a country's history shapes its present is also an issue to be addressed. Using theories of path dependence as a conceptual framework might be a fruitful approach to take in this respect. In Ireland, the political élite itself claims there to be a strong connection. 
